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may not be reproduced, transmitted, distributed, and/or sold 
in any shape or form without the express written consent of 

the owners of The Arizona Gaming Guide (AGG). 
AGG is not responsible, or liable, for the content and/or 

advertising contained within this publication. 
AGG does not endorse and/or support any opinions, prod-

ucts, and/or services contained within this publication. 
All pictures, images, logos, trademarks, trade names, etc. 

are the sole property of their respective owners. 
All responses in the Letters to the Editor section are to be 

considered as advice only. 
AGG presents facts and/or opinions and expects the reader 

to make his/her own decisions. 
AGG accepts no responsibility and no liability for any actions 
of our readers based on the opinions and/or advertisements 

presented within this publication. 
You must be 21 or older to gamble. 

Please play responsibly. 
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Many of you have written us ask-
ing about receiving our magazine 
through the mail.  As a result, we 
would like to offer subscriptions.   
Subscriptions of 12 issues are 

$25.00, which covers the cost of 
postage and handling.  Please 
send us a letter indicating you 

would like to order a subscription 
that includes your name, mailing 
address, and a check or money 

order (no cash) payable to 
ñThe Arizona Gaming Guide.ò   

 
In order for us to process your 
request as quickly as possible, 

please mail subscription orders to: 
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EDITORõs 

Note 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This month marks the first year anniversary of the Arizona Gaming 
Guide!  Putting together this magazine has been an absolute pleasure, 
because my team and I are so excited to communicate all our knowl-
edge about the casino gaming industry with the rest of the gaming pub-
lic. 
 
I have worked as part of a game design team for a major slot machine 
manufacturer as Mathematician, Game Designer, and Game Design 
Manager.  As a result of my professional experience, as well as my 
own penchant for playing casino games in my free time, I have gained 
a magnitude of knowledge about the industry.  In fact, every single 
member of my team has professional experience in the casino gaming 
industry as Mathematicians, Game Designers, Artists, Compliance 
Regulators, and Software Programmers.  So you, the reader, can be 
confident that every article in the magazine is written by qualified indi-
viduals speaking from their own expertise.   
 
When I formed the Arizona Gaming Guide team, I wanted to make 
sure that everyone was not only knowledgeable about the gaming in-
dustry but also enjoyed and participated in casino gaming and had the 
desire to communicate their experiences with others.  I am lucky to 
have such a dedicated and passionate group of individuals working 
along side me.  My gratitude and appreciation goes out to each of 
them for all their hard work and effort.  Additionally, I offer my sincere 
thankfulness to all of our advertising sponsors for their immense sup-
port of this wonderful venture.   We will continue to strengthen our part-
nerships, strive for long-lasting business relationships, and produce a 
high-quality magazine for our readers to enjoy.    
 
Donôt forget that you can also find the current and back issues of the 
Arizona Gaming Guide online as well!  We added additional informa-
tion to the website as part of our monthly update. Get the inside scoop 
at www.azgamingguide.com.  Let me know what you think of our Au-
gust issue and have fun! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Chris Hoft,  

Editor-in-Chief 
Slot Guru at Large 





 

 

LETTERS to the EDITOR  W R I T E  I N  Y O U R  

Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  

E N T E R  T O  W I N  A   

$25  

  GAS CARD! 

 

BY MAIL  

Arizona Gaming Guide  

c/o Editor  

P.O. Box 20636  

Mesa, AZ 85277  

 

SAVE TIME 

& 

GO ONLINE!  

 

azgamingguide.com  

OR 

editor@azgamingguide.com  

 

We Would 

Love To Hear 

From You!  

Write to us with your questions in any area of gaming and we will make every attempt to publish a 

response in upcoming issues.  Please be aware that space is limited, so we are not able to respond to 

everyone.  Please include your name and mailing address with all correspondence.  Writers whose 

questions are selected for printed responses in future issues will be sent a  
$25 GAS CARD! 
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My friend asked if she could have my free-

play since Iôm not going to be able to use it 

this month.  Iôve given her my pin number 

and let her do it before, but now Iôm not so 

sure if I should be doing that!  First of all, 

can I get into trouble?  Second of all, Iôm 

just wondering if doing that can mess some-

thing up with my account?  I would really 

appreciate an answer from you, because I 

donôt feel comfortable approaching the 

playerôs club about this. 

 

    DaraðGilbert  

 

Dara, you canôt get into trouble by letting your 

friend use your free-play.  The casino does not 

have free-play police waiting to pounce in 

situations like these.  First of all, it would be 

very difficult for them to determine that the 

person whose card is in the machine is not the 

person whoôs downloading the free-play.  Sec-

ond of all, the casinos already know they are 

vulnerable to these situations.  Therefore, the 

casinos who do not want this happening take 

precautions by requiring players to visit the 

playerôs club and showing their identification 

before free-play money is loaded onto their 

account for use.  

 

Having said that, even though you wonôt be 

hauled off to jail or banned from the casino 

altogether, there are other consequences to giv-

ing someone else your free-play.  If your friend 

is only downloading your money, but not play-

ing with your card, then she could be seriously 

affecting your status.  Remember that this 

money is a gift to you based on your time and 

money spent at the casino.  If your friend is not 

playing with your card and if your friendôs bet-

ting style is different than yours, you could 

notice a change in your monthly free-play as a 

result.  So, if you do decide to do this be aware 

that, yes, it may affect your playerôs account 

and future offers as a result. 

 

Which slots tend to pay back moreðthe 

ones that usually have one line and the sym-

bols are 7s and bars or the ones with lots of 

lines and picture symbols?  If I bet the exact 

same amount, which machine will let me 

play longer? 

 

    BethanyðParadise Valley 
 

Bethany, pay back percentages, in most situa-

tions, are not determined by the type of slot 

machine but rather the denomination.  The me-

chanical reel slot machines with the 7s and bars 

are referred to as ñsteppersò and tend to be of-

fered in 25¢, 50¢, $1, $2, and $5 denominations 

(and on up).  The video reel slot machines are 

predominantly offered in 1¢, 2¢, and 5¢ de-

nominations.  Since casinos are willing to re-

ward players that are prepared to play higher 

denomination machines, the steppers are in-

stalled at slightly higher pay back percentages 

than the 1¢ and 2¢ video reel slots. 

 

Regarding your second question, since the pulls 

to hit (number of spins between wins) is usually 

slightly higher in steppers than in videos 

(which means you will have more losing spins 

in a row) the machine that will let you ñplay 

longer,ò generally speaking, is the video slot.  

However, please be aware that this is an enor-

mous generality.  There are many other factors 

that need to be considered.  A 25¢ denomina-

tion stepper and a 25¢ denomination video reel 

may be set at the exact same pay back percent-

age with very similar pulls to hits.  In this situa-

tion, the only thing you have to rely on is your 

luck and timing! 

 

When I transfer free-play money on to my 

machine there is some message that comes 

up briefly that says EFT in process or some-

thing like that.  What does that mean?   

 

    JimðEloy 

 

EFT stands for Electronic Funds Transfer.  This 

is similar to a transfer of money to or from your 

bank account.  These messages tend to be dis-

played on a screen somewhere on the slot ma-

chine during a transfer as an alert to players. 

Thanks for all your letters!  Please let us know how we are doing on a regular 

basis.  Until the next issue é have fun! 




